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VINDICATED. 


LL  the  feveral  adventurers 
for  fame  and  food,  who 
have  made  their  court  to 
the  fadiion  in  phyfic,  at 
the  expence  of  Dr.  Thomfon ,  have 
agreed  with  him,  ‘  That  the  Wel- 
‘  fare  of  Mankind  id  intimately 
‘  depends  on  a  right  pradHce  in 
‘  phyfic,  that  it  is  certainly  the 
‘  duty  of  every  profellor  to  expofe 

B  ‘  all 


m 

‘  all  deviations  from  it.’  And  con- 
fequently  it  is  the  duty  of  every  man 
to  look  about  him. 


As  I  am  no  phyfician,  I  fhall  not 
pretend  to  take  upon  me  to  confider 
or  examine  how  far  the  method  of 
pradHce,  and  difcipline  in  phyfic, 
contended  for  by  Dr.  'Thom [on,  is 
confident  with  the  laws  prefcribed 
by  the  college.  But  as  ‘  the  wel- 
‘  fare  of  mankind  is  intimately  con- 
‘  cerned  in  having  the  bed  pradfice 
‘  and  difcipline  edablifhed,  ’  I 
could  heartily  wilh  that  important 
affair  were  judged  wrorthy  the  cond- 
deration  of  our  legiflature,  and  that 
a  law  might  be  enadted  in  favour  of 
that  difcipline  in  phyfic,  which,  on 
a  thorough  enquiry,  fhould  appear 
to  be  bed  founded  on  reafon,  and 
judged  to  be  mod  for  the  general 
utility. 


My 
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My  immediate  buiinefs  fhall  how¬ 
ever  be,  to  confider  from  what  mo¬ 
tives  thefe  difputes  have  arifen,  fince 
people  in  general  begin  to  be  alarm¬ 
ed,  and  all  men  of  fenfe  have  for  a 
long  time  fufpedted,  not  only  the 
rectitude  of  the  common  practice, 
but  alio  even  the  integrity  of  fome 
of  our  pradtifers  in  phyfic. 

Dr.  Thom j on  complains,  that  lcan- 
dalous  flanders  have  been  induftri- 
oufly  propagated  againft  his  conduit 
on  the  death  of  Mr.  JVinnhigton, 
whom  he  had  the  honour  to  attend, 
and  fays,  ‘  He  is  not  infenlible  from 
e  what  quarter  thele  poitoned  arrows 
i  are  fhot,  private  intereft  evidently 
1  points  out  the  aflaffins;  nor  is  it 
‘  to  be  wondered,  when  the  flirines 
‘  are  in  danger,  that  the  workmen 
‘  fhould  clamour  in  fupport  of  the 
*  craft.' 


B  a 


This 


■  This  expreflion,  it  leems,  has  gi¬ 
ven  much  offence  to  thoie  who  have 
their  living  by  that  craft,  and  even 
to  thole  who  only  hope  to  live  by  it : 
The  former,  as  being  already  in  the 
adminiffration,  have  didftated  ;  and 
the  latter,  as  having  nothing  elfe  to 
do,  have  held  the  pen,  in  a  perfwa- 
fion,  that  the  province  they  defend, 
will  in  time  be  their  reward. 

•  •  \  4 

* 

The  adminiffration  in  phyflc  is  in 
the  hands  of  a  few  phyficians,  with 
their  allies  their  apothecaries,  who 
have  pronounced  themfelves,  and 
their  diiciples,  to  be  the  only  phy- 
ffcians,  and  that  all  the  reft  befides, 
who  aipire  to  that  name,  know  no¬ 
thing,  if  c  ompared  to  them ;  or,  what 
is  vvorle,  fo  little,  that  they  are  only 
qualified  to  praftife  on  the  credulity 
of  their  patients. 

When  the  young  phyfician  comes 

firft 
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firft  to  town,  having  been  at  a  great 
expence  in  his  education,  in  order  to 
reap  the  fruits  of  his  labour  and  ftu- 
dies,  he  naturally  confiders  which  is 
the  beft  method  of  making  himlelf 
known,  and  of  getting  into  the  exer- 
cife  of  his  profeffion.  And  the  firft 
information  he  receives,  is,  that  he 
lnuft  fill  his  center  with  incenie,  and 
proftrate  himfelf  before  the  idols  of 
fVar 'wick-Lanc.  And  fecondly,  That 
moft  families  are  under  the  direction 
of  fome  apothecary,  who  prekribes 
himfelf,  and  fends  in  what  drugs  and 
medicines  he  thinks  proper  from  his 
own  fhop,  till  he  has  reafon  to  ap¬ 
prehend  the  patient  will  die  \  and 
then  he  holds  it  expedient  to  call  in  a 
phyiician,  refigned  enough  for  the  fake 
of  a  fee,  and  Mr.  apothecary’s  farther 
recommendation,  to  bear  the  reproach 
of  his  death.  And  how  Shocking 
foever  this  news  may  be,  or  how  in¬ 
credible 
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credible  it  may  feem  to  a  gentleman 
of  fpirit  and  integrity,  and  what¬ 
ever  refolution  of  practice  he  may 
have  taken,  he  will  at  length  find 
that  the  news  is  true,  and  that  he 
muft  take  to  the  highway  of  phyfic, 
or  be  undone. 

I  am  informed,  that  Dr.  Thomfon 
is  one  of  thofe  phyficians,  that 
has  had  the  refolution  to  rejetfi  all 
fuch  vile  propofals,  and  the  courage 
to  break  thro’  this  rule  ;  honeftly 
facrificing  his  own  private  intereft  to 
the  public  good,  by  expofing  the 
craft  in  the  prefent  practice,  and  by 
endeavouring  to  pull  down  this  ty¬ 
ranny  in  phyfic. 

It  is  indeed  amazing,  that  the 
learned  gentlemen  of  the  faculty  will 
not  be  fenfible  of  the  great  advan¬ 
tages  they  would  receive  by  joining 

with 
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with  him  in  endeavouring  to  re¬ 
move  the  grievances  they  now 
labour  under  :  For,  in  reality , 
the  conteft  is  not  Jo  much  between 
Dr.  Thomfon  and  the  reft  of  the  fa¬ 
culty,  as  between  the  doctor  and  ma¬ 
ny  of  the  apothecaries,  in  conjunction 
with  thofe  proftitute  phyficians ,  who 
are  bafely  influenced  by  their  power 
and  intereft  in  families.  It  is  no 
wonder  at  all,  that  thefe  phyficians 
and  apothecaries  fhould  fo  loudly 
complain  of  the  reformation  aimed  at 
by  Dr.  f thomfon ,  fince  it  has,  to  my 
knowledge,  more  than  once  happen¬ 
ed,  that  when  thofe  artifts  have 
over-night  directed  their  journey¬ 
men  to  make  ready  twenty  bo¬ 
lus’s  out  of  the  fame  pot,  they 
have  been  directed  by  the  doctor  to 
throw  them  out  of  the  window  the 
next  day,  and  the  patient  advifed  to 
drink  a  little  Affion  water,  and  to 

go 
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go  abroad  about  his  bufinefs.  But 
•altho’  i  if  fiances  of  this  kind  are 
notorious,  they  are  artfully  conceal¬ 
ed  by  /owe  other  -fhyjicians ,  bc- 
caufe,  the  apothecary  has  the  keys 
of  the  family  committed  to  his  care, 
and  confequcntly,  that  phyfician 
can  only  be  admitted,  who  approves 
of  his  judgment,  who  juftifies  the 
ule  of  many  medicines,  by  pre- 
feribing  more  himfelf,  and  who 
thereby  puts  more  money  into 
the  apothecary’s  pocket  than  his 
■own.  . 

But  to  return  to  Dr.  \ Thomfons 
opponents  :  I  fufpedfi  the  principal 
reafon  of  their  appearing  in  oppo- 
lition  to  him,  is,  that  they  well 
know,  if  the  victory  lhould  be  on 
his  fide,  fuch  a  revolution  in  prac¬ 
tice  would  follow,  as  would  reduce 
mod  of  their  (hops  to  the  condition 
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ol  that  defcribed  by  ShaLcjpear  •  the 
doSor  having  already  declared,  that 
the  reformation  he  aims  at,  is  to  eafe 
the  expence  gJ  the  patient,  and  to 
promote  the  real  fcience  of  medicine. 
And  indeed  I  am  inclined  to  believe, 
that  the  shrines  are  now 
really  IN  danger,  lince  the 
railings  and  danders  of  certain  phy- 
ficians  againft  Dr.  Thowjon,  which 
were  before  only  in  private,  are 
now  changed  into  public  icurrili- 
ties  and  invedtives  ;  and  yet  they 
would  have  the  town  to  believe, 
that  they  do  not  think  him  worth 
contending  with.  If  that  were  the 
cafe,  for  God’s  fake,  why  all  this 
rancour  againft  him  ?  Why  is  fo 
much  paper  wafted,  to  expoie,  to 
perfecute,  and,  if  poffible,  to  run 
him  down?  Is  it  out  of  tendernefs  to 
their  fellow-creatures  ?  If  it  is,  it 
is  the  only  fign  of  tendernefs  they 

C  fhew 
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fhew  them.  Will  they  fay  it  is  the 
refult  of  any  particular  regard  to 
Mr.  fPinn  'ington  ?  If  they  will,  how, 
or  among  whom,  will  they  find  be¬ 
lief  ?  For  if  they  have  no  charity 
for  thofe  they  live  by,  how  can  it 
be  fuppofed  that  they  feel  any  com- 
paflion  for  one  who,  from  his  perfo- 
nal  knowledge  of  the  proudeft  of 
them,  refufed  to  truft  his  life  in  their 
hands  ?  And  who,  in  the  courfe  of 
his  illnefs  often  declared,  that  if 
Tht>mfon  was  at  the  end  of  his  judg¬ 
ment,  he  was  at  the  end  of  his  days. 
In  ihort,  would  they  ipeak  out,  it 
would  appear,  that  they  rather 
dread  than  defpife  this  one  man, who 
has  dared  to  fet  himfelf  in  oppo- 
lition  to  the  craft,  and  for  that  only 
reaion  is,  if  poffible,  to  be  run 
down. 

Thus,  if  Mr.  JVinmngton  had  re¬ 
covered 
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covered,  it  is  reafonable  to  think 
their  rage  would  have  increaled 
with  their  envy  ;  aud  the  Jefs  it 
had  been  in  their  power,  the  more 
they  would  have  endeavoured  it. 

It  is  evident,  the  contention  is  not 
about  any  one  particular  cale,  but 
the  prefent  practice  and  difcipline, 
which  he  labours  to  correft  for  the 
general  good,  and  which,  by  expe¬ 
rience,  they  find  is  not  in  the  leaft 
calculated  for  the  private  intereft  ot 
a  let  of  men,  who  aim  only  at  amai- 
ling  immenfe  fortunes,  and  who  fat¬ 
ten,  without  remorfe,  on  the  mife- 
ries  they  pretend  to  cure. 

Having  thrown  together  thele 
hafty  thoughts  on  the  controverly 
in  general,  I  cannot  help  taking  par¬ 
ticular  notice  of  a  paflage  or  two  in 
one  Douglas’s  letter,  wherein  he 

C  a  fays, 
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fays,  that  though  the  fenfe  of  the 
introduction  to  Mr.  FT innington  & 
cafe,  and  the  winding  it  up,  is  Dr. 
Thom  fan's,  the  (tile  and  diction  are 
evidently  another’s,  as  any  one  may 
perceive  that  will  give  himfelf  the 
trouble  ot  reading  his  book  on  the 
gout  j  and  from  whence  he  concludes 
that  becaufe  the  whole  performance 
is  univerfally  commended  and  ap¬ 
proved,  and  fhews  the  author  to  be 
a  man  of  Ienfe,  and  a  fcbolar,  it 
cannot  be  Dr.  Thomfori s. 

I  have  no  perfonal  knowledge 
of  Mr.  Douglas,  nor  do  1  defire 
to  have  any  j  for  a  difingenuous 
foe  can  never  make  a  cordial 
friend.  Every  man  that  takes  up 
a  pen  to  entertain  the  public,  or 
rather  to  let  forth  his  own  fufficien- 
cy,  ought  to  know,  that  a  mailer  of 
ftile  can  alTume  what  fhape  and 

character 
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efearadler  he  pie  ales,  and  appear  with 
propriety  in  all :  but  that  is  a  fecret 
to  Mr.  Douglas ,  and  I  am  afraid  will 
ever  continue  io.  Thole  who  are  ac¬ 
quainted  with  him,  do  him  the  jus¬ 
tice  to  fay,  that  whoever  prompted 
the  matter  of  his  trad!  againit  Dr. 
Thom  tori)  the  manner  is  his  own;  and 
I  lliall  not  attempt  to  rob  him  of  any 
part  of  the  honour  he  has  acquired 
by  it. 

Dr.  Thomfon  will  excufe  me,  I 
hope,  if  I  congratulate  him  on  his 
being  attacked  by  fuch  an  adver- 
iary,  and  that  I  lament  that  having 
mentioned  the  dodlor’s  excellent 
treatife  of  the  gout,  he  did  not  un¬ 
dertake  to  confute  it.  His  bulfnefs 
was  to  abufe  the  dodtor and  though 
Mr. ,  fV'tnn  'iTigton  s  cafe  happened  to 
be  his  immediate  fubjecl,  any  other 

would 
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would  have  anfwered  his  end  as 
well.  * 

Thofe  who  fet  him  on,  and  who 
growl  at  Dr.  Thomfon  in  corners, 
without  daring  to  worry  him  in 
penon,  would  have  been  yet  farther 
obliged  to  him. 

In  that  treatife  of  his,  the  dodfor 
has  undertaken  to  prove,  i.  That 
the  gout  is  an  inflammatory  dileafe. 
a.  That  it  ought  to  be  treated  like 
all  other  inflammatory  cales.  3.  And 
that  all  fyftems  and  hypothefes  were 
the  bane  of  phyflc. 

Here  therefore  was  a  notable  open¬ 
ing  to  make  his  court  to  lome  of 
the  great  rabbi’s  of  the  college,  as 

well 


♦  Either  the  late  Mr.  Pope's,  or  Sir  John  Eylcs’s, 
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well  as  to  thofe  apothecaries  their 
co-operators  •,  they  have  maintained 
the  contrary  dodtrine,  and  purfued 
the  contrary  pradfice  ;  and  that 
they  have  done  fo,  is,  no  doubt, 
fufficient  to  argue  that  they  are  in 
the  right. 

f 

Why  then  did  the  officious  Mr. 
Douglas  (who  has  made  him  lei  f  fo 
bufy  with  the  cafe  of  a  gentleman, 
whom  I  have  realon  to  think  he  had 
never  the  honour  to  approach,)  pals 
it  over,  without  a  farther  manifelfa- 
tion  of  thole  extraordinary  talents 
which  he  feems  to  be  lo  vain  of  ? 
Why,  truly,  many  of  thofe  great 
rabbies,  who  ufed  to  fneer  at  Dr. 
Thomjon ,  as  often  as  he  was  named, 
were  at  laft  convinced  of  the  error 
which  they  had  fo  long  perfevered 
in  ;  and  adopted  the  very  method 
of  pradiice  which  they  had  former¬ 
ly  condemned,  though  without  the 

ingenuity 
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ingenuity  of  acknowledging  the  light 
they  were  forced  to  follow. 

i  / 

But  though  Mr.  Douglas  did  not 
think  it  advifeable  to  attack  the 
doctrine  contained  in  this  book,  he 
could  not  help  dilcharging  his  bolt 
at  the  author.  The  conclufion,  it 
leems,  does  not  pleafe  him,  and 
therefore  it  ought  not  to  pleafe  the 
public.  So  we  are  to  reaion,  and 
lo  we  are  to  conclude,  it  feems :  for 
io  Mr.  Douglas  is  pleafed  to  fub- 
feribe  ;  and  Mr.  Douglas  is  all— 
fulhcient  and  unerring  :  witnefs  his 
own  mod:  incomparable  letter ! 

But  even  Mr.  Douglas  admits 

o 

that  the  phyfician  is  not  accountable 
lor  the  fuccefs  of  his  recipe ,  on  a 
fuppofition  that  every  phyiician  a6fs 
to  the  beft  of  his  judgment  :  whe¬ 
ther  this  acceffion  is  made  in  ten- 

dernefs 
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dernefs  to  Dr.  Thom  f on  y  is  another 
queftion.  Other  great  men  have 
died  belides  Mr.  fPinnington ,  and 
under  other  hands,  without  any  luch 
inquiiition  after  their  blood.  And 
it  is  fit  that  home  umbrage  fhould 
be  provided  for  their  mifcarriages  ; 
but  whether  Dr.  Thom/on  is  allowed 
the  benefit  of  it,  or  not,  it  would  in¬ 
deed  be  hard  for  a  do£for  to  be  hanged 
becaufe  he  is  a  blockhead  ;  in  which 
cafe,  I  am  afraid  the  college  would 
meet  with  more  difficulties,  than  at 
prefent  they  do,  in  putting  off  their 
diplomas.  I  do  not  know  the  cer¬ 
tain  price  of  a  diploma  from  our 
learned  college  herein  England ,  but 
I  can  venture  to  affirm,  that  the 
honour  of  being  profyndic  of  Padua , 
is  only  to  be  acquired  by  a  long 
courfe  of  ffudy  and  application,  and 
by  a  fuperiority  of  learning  and 
knowledge  *  and  altho’  that  title 

D  may 
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may  iound  ftrange  and  outlandifh  to 
Mr.  Dowla r,  it  is  in  better  efteem 

o  ' 

with  men  of  fenfe,  and  gentlemen 
who  have  Teen  more  of  the  world, 
than  perhaps  he  has  had  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  doing.  And  I  muft  beg 
leave  to  inform  him,  it  can  never 
redound  to  his  reputation  to  defpife 
merit,  though  it  be  ever  fo  urcom- 
mon  or  outlandifh  to  his  apprehen- 

fion. 

.  *  # 

I  (  •  /  «  f 

Mr.  Douglas  is  very  angry  with 
the  profyndic,  for  acquainting  the 
public  with  the  nature  of  his  pre- 
fcriptions  in  Englijh  ;  and  would 
from  thence  infer,  that  he  is  unac¬ 
quainted  with  the  power  and  virtue 
of  medicine,  but  fuch  a  prepofterous 
and  abfurd  inference  needs  no  aggra¬ 
vation  ;  and  is  not  this  in  fupport 
of  the  craft  ? 

I 


After 
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After  a  great  deal  of  puzzling 
and  labour  to  point  out  the  er¬ 
rors  of  Dr.  Thomfon,  in  his  man¬ 
ner  of  treating  Mr.  Winnington  s 
Cafe,  and  alter  a  rhaplbdy  of 
nonfenfe,  and  a  torrent  of  foul  and 
abufive  language,  he  fays,  ‘  1  now 
‘  begin  to  give  oyer  all  thoughts  of 
‘  convincing  you.’ 

Indeed  Mr.  Douglas  might  have 

•  o  o 

given  over  thefe  thoughts  much 
iooner;  for,  in  charity,  I  will  ho- 
neftly  allure  him,  that  after  all  the 
fati  gue  he  has  undergone,  he  has 
only  fully  convinced  every  one,  who 
has  had  patience  enough  to  read 
his  letter,  that  he  is  as  much  a 
ftranger  to  phyfic,  as  good  man¬ 
ners. 

D  2  It 
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It  was  not  my  intention  to  have 
taken  fo  much  notice  of  this  fcurri- 
lous  and  abulive  letter,  but  I  muft 
own  my  indignation  was  roufed, 
when  I  was  informed  that  this  Au¬ 
thor  flruts  at  the  Coffee-houles,  and 
with  an  air  of  fatisfadtion  receives  the 
compliments  of  fome  of  the  faculty 
on  his  moft  excellent  performance, 
with  their  congratulations  for  his 
wonderful  fuccefs.  But  this  is  tome- 
thing  like  the  French  maxim  of 
hnging  Te  Deum  after  the  lofs  of  a 
battle. 

The  conclulion  of  Dr.  Thmfons 
pamphlet  runs  thus  : 

‘  If  I  have  introduced  any  thing 
(  new,  either  in  the  difcipline  or 
‘  practice  of  phvftc  in  this  king- 

‘  dom, 
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1  dom,  not  fupported  by  vain  hypo- 
‘  theies,  but  founded  upon  reafon, 
‘  and  agreeable  to  the  maxims  of 
‘  the  antients,  I  fee  no  reafon  why  I 
‘  fhould  be  oppofed  in  fo  outra- 
4  geous  a  manner  :  But,  if  1  have 
‘  erred,  it  muft  be  confeiled,  I  have 
‘  now  generoufly  given  my  ene- 
‘  mies  an  opportunity  of  indulging 
4  their  malice.  And  indeed  when 
4  it  is  confidered  how  intimately  the 
(  welfare  of  mankind  depends  on  a 
4  right  practice  in  phyfic,  it  is  cer- 
4  tainly  the  duty  of  every  profellor 
*  to  expofe  all  deviations  from  it. 
‘  It  therefore  remains  with  my  ac- 
4  cufers,  either  to  juftify  their  cla- 
4  mour  by  my  convidfion,  or  efta- 
4  blifh  my  reputation  by  their  con- 
4  fulion. 

This  is  a  fair  and  generous  chal¬ 
lenge  to  the  faculty  and  none  of 

Dr, 


[  26  ] 

Dr.  Thomfons  real  accufers  have 
hitherto  been  hardy  enough  to 
accept  it  ;  for,  although  thele 
champions,  and  iome  others,  have 
ftept  forth,  it  is  evident  that  they 
are  only  mercenaries,  too  obfcure 
to  have  any  intereft  of  their  own 
in  the  caufe,  and  are  much  beneath 
the  do£ior’s  notice. 

•  i  * 

Two  of  them,  who  call  themfelves 
Campbell  and  Dowma?/,  were  ne¬ 
ver  heard  of  before,  nor  perhaps 
ever  will  again  5  and  the  other, 
fince  he  is  become  a  letter-writer, 
is  too  well  known  to  be  regarded. 

I  fhould  have  been  glad  to  have 
ieen  the  prelident  Dr  .Mead,  or  iome 
other  eminent  members  of  the  col¬ 
lege,  fairly  engaged  in  this  difpute, 
that  mankind,  in  an  affair  that  fo 
intimately  concerns  their  welfare, 


[  *7  ] 

might  have  had  the  fatisfa&ion  Dr. 
Thomjon  has,  on  his  part,  id  gene- 
roufly  offered  to  afford  them. 

It  is  to  fuch  gentlemen  that  Dr. 
Thomjon  has  add  relied  himfelf,  and 
until  they  fhall  think  fit  to  patro¬ 
nize  the  preient  Difcipline,  and  con¬ 
demn  his.  Pra&ice  in  phyfic,  I  am 
perfwaded  that  every  impartial  and 
unprejudiced  perfon  |will  agree  with 
me  in  opinion,  that  Dr.  Thomjon  s 
reputation  ftands  eftablifhed  by  their 
confufion. 

FINIS. 


Lately  Publiflied, 

By  T.  Gardner,  at  Cowley’s  Head 

in  the  Strand. 
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the  Prefcriptions  that  effe&ually  cure  that 
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